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WHO IS PROPELLA? 

A Smart Incubator for a Smart City

The first choice for the commercialisation of smart  

products and services that positively impact citizens, 

natural assets and infrastructure in Nelson Mandela Bay.

So what is a Smart City?

A city that as it evolves uses information and technology 

to improve the overall efficiency of services to meet 

resident’s needs. 

Our Mission as a hi-tech incubator

To support the successful development and sustainability 

of new innovation-based businesses in specific sectors.



Founding Partners

Industry Partners



WHERE WE ARE

South End Incubator 

 Renewable Energy Generation 

and associated technologies

 Energy Efficiency and 

associated technologies

 Industry 4.0  (Advanced 

Manufacturing technologies, 

materials, systems & integrated 

processes)

 Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT)



WHERE WE ARE

Bird Street Incubator

Visual Arts: 

Affectionately called the MAD Incubator

 Music

 Art

 Design



WHO DO WE INCUBATE?

A business or a business idea has been tested in the market and is:

• Disruptive (SMART, out of the ordinary thinking, unique, innovative)

• Scale-able

• Sustainable

• Creates jobs or has the ability to create jobs

AND falls into 1 or more of the following categories:

• Renewable Energy

• Energy Efficiency

• Industry 4.0

• ICT solutions

• IoT (Internet of Things)

• Creative Arts



APPLICATION JOURNEY 



PHYSICAL OR VIRTUAL



HOT DESKING



WAREHOUSE



WAREHOUSE



SMART INCUBATION PROJECTS

SMART BUILDINGS 
more efficient commercial 

entities

SMART RECYCLING 
distributed recycling, at source

SMART ENERGY 
energy efficiency

SMART GRID 
better management of utilities

SMART AGRICULTURE 
vertical urban farming

SMART HEALTHCARE 
more efficient, effective, 

wider reaching healthcare

SMART HOME / IoT
safer, secure, more efficient 

domestic environment

SMART PRODUCTION 
digitised manufacturing



SMART RECYCLING

SMART ENERGY USAGE



SMART PARKING & 

SMART HEALTHCARE



IoT HOUSE



Ideation Research Analysis Develop/Design Launch
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INCUBATEE JOURNEY 

Entrepreneurial Readiness
Tech Readiness
Idea Generation
Research
Market Studies
Legislation
Competitor Analysis

Submission of Business idea
Concept Validation
Feasibility
Viability Assessment
Market Research
Business Model refined

Cost/Benefit
Resourcing needs
VC Gap Analysis
NVC
Business Skills
Digital Skills
Networking
Forecasting

Product/Process
Development
Prototyping 
Trial Production
Patent Trademark
Certification
Market Readiness
Commercialisation

Testing Market
Marketing Plan
Sales Training
Social Media Strategy
Launch Planning
Client Assessment
Growth Assessment

Monitoring
Training
Coaching
Mentoring
Platform Support

LEAN START – UP APPROACH

INCUBATION ACTIVITIES

VISION STEER INCUBATE / ACCELERATE



OUR BUSINESS SUPPORT MODEL

Propella

MARKET 
ACCESS

• Supply chain 
localisaton

• Joint ventures

• Licensing agreements

• Donor programmes    

BUSINESS 
SUPPORT

• Private sector 
providers

• Propella consultants

SKILLS 
DEVELOPMENT

• NMMU

• Private sector 
providers

INNOVATION 
AND R&D 
SUPPORT

• NMMU

• CSIR

• DST

• IDC

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT

• DTI incentives

• BBBEE Funds

• IDC

• Private funding

• Engeli VCC-12j

• Engeli Loan Fund

ACCESS TO FINANCE

TIA

IDF

Engeli 12J VCC (BBBEE)

Engeli Loan Fund

ACCESS TO MARKETS

Corporate Supply Chains

Localisation

BUSINESS 

SUPPORT

Propella Advisors

Mentors

Private Sector 

Specialists

HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

NMU

Private Sector providers

TECHNOLOGY & 

INNOVATION

NMU

eNtsa

DST



ADVISOR / MENTOR



WORKSHOPS



WORKSHOPS



WORKSHOPS



HACKATHONS



FACILITY BASED SERVICES



RECREATION ROOM



OFFICE SPACE



ACCESS TO FACILITIES / EQUIPMENT 



STUDIO / OFFICE AREA



ACCESS TO WORKING SPACE



LAB



CITY CONNECTIONS



DO 

SOMETHING 

TODAY THAT 

YOUR 

FUTURE SELF 

WITH THANK 

YOU FOR.



Anita Palmer

BUSINESS INCUBATION MANAGER

Creative

anita@propellaincubator.co.za

Grant Minnie

INDUSTRIAL

grant@propellaincubator.co.za

Errol Wills 

ICT

errol@propellaincubator.co.za

+27 (41) 502 3700

www.propellaincubator.co.za

CONTACT DETAILS
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Sabelo  & Thulisile 
TUSE


